Sandusky to vhet is now Kanses, they were accompanied by their
missionary, the Rev. James Wneeler, who was at thet time a member
of the Notth Ohio Conference of the M. E. Church. Fe had been
appointed to the oversight of the Wyandot Mission, snd it wes his
he understood it, to remain with the Wyandot Mission.
When the Mission moved, He moved--- where it went, hg went. When

it sested itself in whet is now Kansas, he seated himeelf there.
This removal occurred in the month of July, 1843. The Wyandots

first settled themselves in what is now Kansas City, Kansasw-e

014 ensas Oity, Kansss--son the lung Gie® knom eo the Arjirong

Tloat, and adjoining land north of the line of the Shewnee Reserve.
‘Ther's they Tenained uitil their chiets bought the land in the

fork of the Missouri end Kansas rivers from the Delawares for the
Western home of the Wyandots.
the cottonwoods end in the temporary camps in which the Wyandots

r. Weeler held servicee under

avelt. leny of te old Wyandots made this statement to tne author,
mong them, Yatthias Splitlog, drs. Armotrong, Smith Fichols,
George Vright, the longs, and . M. Northrup. The missionary,
Waeeler, ned-boen transferred to the Missouri Conference in Octobes
1843, dopartisly for Ohie to bring out his family immedistely after

the trensfer.

The Vyandots began to move into their mew reservetion es soon
a8 1t Jied-been purchased. They erected temporary quarters, called
cemps. Some of them began to build houses vhen settled in their
cenps, bmbuthere vere very few dvellings occupied that winter.
But divine services were never neglected. There was preaching

twice every Sunday, the prayer-meeting on Wednesday night, and
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services, including a sermon by local preachers, every Friday
night. Even before the people were housed, they began the erec

tion of a log church, vhich was completed by May, 1844. This

building was put up under the deadership of Squire Grey-Eys, whose

neme sppears in the Quarterly Conference minutes as far back as
1827, These Vyandots might do without houses to live in, but
they could not do without a house to worship in. This church
served the Wyandots until 1847. It was mear or in thet tract of
land afterward included in Chelsea Park.

Thus was the Wyandot Mission firmly planted in its new
home. Rev. James Wneeler was continued as missionary until Nay,
1846, In the meantime---184d--wthe divieion in the Nethodist
Episcopal Church had occurred, The body epproving slavery fell
ewey end took the name---Methodist Epiccopal Church, South.
This new body claimed jurisdiction over tnat part of the Indien
country occupied by the Wyandots and adjecent tribes. Waen
James Wheeler closed his term as missionery to the Wyandots in
1846, he returned to Ghio.  During his temm the division of
the Church was not permitted to distract the vork of the Wyame
dot Uission. There wes no attempt to change in any way the ale
legicnce of the Mission to the Methodist Episcopel Church, Soutl
The membership of the Mission would mot have countenanced such
@ thing. The Indian Mission Conference had gone to the Church,
South, but its ministers had not dared to suggest that the Wy~
endot Mission had consented to accept its jurisdiction. It
never did so consent. Rev. E. T. Peery succeeded Wheeler as
miseionary. His name appears first in the Quarterly Conference

nutee of Sept 4, 1847, and his title is there set down as "P.C."
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In the minutes of a Quarterly Conference held on the 25th of

December, he appears as "E. T. Peery, Missionary". This posi-

tion he retains in the minutes witil the third Quarterly Con-

ference, in 1848. ‘e may have held the same relatien in 1849,

but the menuscript minutes in my poscession lack those for 1849,

But the minutes during his incumbency ave vritten "Minutes of

the Quarterly Conference for the Wyandot Nission held at the

liethodist Meeting house.” He never made any record showing that

he Church, South, though he
There is nothing to show

vae appointed to the

he represented
work by a Conference of that Ehurch.
thét he ever intimsted tnat tne Wyandot Mission geve sllegiemce
to the Church, South.

It was in 1848 that the Church divieion beceme an absorbing

issue between the old Churoh end fhe Ghurgh, South, in the
Wyendot Nation. (On the first of Ockeber, 1848, Governor William
Velker mede this entry in his Journal:

(Copy from page 260, my Prov. Govt.)

From this time, Governor Walker beceme the champion of the
Church, South, in the Wyandot Fation. His positien wes wronge
He had, however, become a slaveholder in Jenuary, 1847, and was
becoming imdued with theSouthern views of politics. This
211 to be the more regretted for that his mother had been one of
the three persons on whom hed devolved the success of the estebe

of tne Wpamdst ¥ission. He had long been the leading
e Wyandot Fation. And through his efforts the Gospel
to the Flathead Indians, the first to call for Americen

He kept up a correspondence
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with literary menm, end his

library was the first of importance
in vhat is now Kansas.

He wrote much for the press of that day,

and he lebored early and lste to justify the secession to the
Churon, South. Iater in the year, (Oct. 22), Bishop Andrews,
ro precipitated the division in the K. E. Churck
visited the seceding body and dined with Valker.
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The Fyendot Mission i teosmoratiatats decided to suf-
fer no longer even a passive acquiescence in the conditions sur-
Tounding it. The membership hed no inclination waatever to the
Church, South. On the 20th of July, 1848, eighteen of its mem-

bers sent a petition, of which the following is & copy, to Rev.

James B. Finley, though it was directed to the Ohie Conference.
—= o

{Copy)

This petition was published August 23, in Western
Christien Advocate, copies of which paper were regulerly received

by the Wyandots, The petition was taken as a challenge by the

Southern sympathizers. The same paper published a reply pre=
pered by William Valker and signed bR him and others of a com-
mittee sppointed to compose the statement of the seceders. No
man of his time could put a better face on a bad ceuse then could
Mr Valker. The Teply is dsted "Wyandott Territory, Upper

Missouri, Sept. 8, 1848." As it is the strongest argument pos-

eible to be made for the Church, South, in its course dn the

Wyandot Nation, it is here set out. (Copy.)

The members of the Wyandot Mission were sure that the fal-

lecies of the argument of the seceders would be patent to alls

They did not reply to it immediately. It was believed however,

that some rejoir enould be made that those friends of the
iseion in Ohio, and other parts, should know the, truth. In the
Vyendot Nation the feeling for the old Church vas strong, =i

am# ell the ingenuity of the members of the Church, South, coudd
not change this feeling there. But these adherents to the Mother

Church wished their friends, especially their Ohio friends, to
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understand that they were in the right end that such sophistries
as those published in the letter of the cormittee were not for
home purposes, but to put them in bge wrong light away from home.
For all these communications were appeals to the conscience of
the Ohio membership of the M. E. Church. The true adherents
knew they had the good will of this membership and that their
course would enable them to retain it. The seceders desired

to justify themselves in the eyes of their old-time friends,

hoping to remein in their esteem. So the official body of the

Wyandot Mission sent the following response, dated October 30,

1848, to the Western Christien Advocate. It appeared in that
paper, but the date of its publication is not at hand.

(Copy.)
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